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You might be
Filipino
9  you eatrice for

breakfast, lunch
and dinner

T  you answer to
6psssst! d

9  you eat with
your hands

9  youcutyour
meat with a
spoon and fork

9 your mom puts
sugar and hot-
dog in her spa-
ghetti

Feb-March 2010 Volume 12

Stories

| have spent the last few days with leaders in
the work here. | have listened to their stories
of Godds faithfulness,
giveness and of the power that He has given
them to overcome their past. | have been en-
couraged as | have walked with these men.

But | guess the thing
that surprised me the
most was the frequency
of their retelling stories.
At some points in time
the story may resurface
over the course of a
week of conversations
but more often than not
it might take place
within the same day or
even on some jubilant
occasions twice within a
couple of hours.

I love that! How real is
that? Tell it like it is,
how it feels and what it means to life right
now! | am sure of where these guys stand! |
know where they have been and where they
are heading not because | heard a story one
fime, but because |, we, everybody
hears the same stories over and over.
Their kids know the stories, their
neighbors can recite them, and the peo-
ple they work with may even roll their
eyes when they see them coming be-
cause of their storif
ness. Men gripped b
grace and not ready to forget, or let
anyone else forget what that means.

In the course of the past days | have
thought a lot about my own stories.
Which stories should | share, when is
the appropriate timing and how long

shoul d | wai t to share

again. All the while, | am afraid, the story
goes largely untold.

of His grace and for -
€ . Of Jesus and his mercy, of Jesus and his
love. | love to tell the story, but only if the
timing is righteéeif t
story fits within comfortable social parame-
ters. Then and only then it
can satisfy my longing as
nothing else can do. | love
to conditionally tell the
story, but | still know that
it is true! But for sure it
twill be my theme in
gloryéto tell
story (but in new and bet-
ter ways of course) of Je-
sus and his love.
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Lord help me! Break my

heart to share the most

simple message of your love
daily with a world that is

dying to hear something of
merit, something of hope, something of more
than oneself. A messag

the world and what that means to us today
and forever!
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Good to be back!

After much thought over the past few months and a host of good-

byes, we arrived safely back in Cebu. Most of our things were still

intact and we are finding our way back into daily life here. It has
been good to re-
connect with our
network of friends
and coworkers
here in the Philip-
pines. God has
been so good to
bring those people into our lives.
We are constantly blessed by the
folks He has given us to minister
alongside and on behalf of and
we are certainly appreciative of
the many that make this ministry
possible.

The Leeds visit the Philippi

The last week of February we were able to take a trip over to Leyte with Bro. Arthur Lee and his two sons,
Scott and Josh. They have had a special place in their hearts for the work in Leyte and for Bro. Minada
who is currently working as a church planter trainer in the area. They joined us for services in the north-
ern Leyte area of Wague and then we travelled to southern Leyte and did a plumbing project on a mission
building there. Thanks Lee family for your time and effort to help with the ministry in Leyte.

Mindanao

The fellowship is continuing to grow in the southern part

of Mindanao. In March, we held our annual pastors and

workers conference in General Santos City. Bro. Tony

Crocker was in country during this time and he agreed to

serve as our conference speaker. We had a great time of

fellowship with each other and with the leaders that were

in attendance. This was a particularly challenging time

and | feel like some of the decisions that were made during

this meeting will have far reaching ramifications both in the ministry locally in Mindanao and glob-
ally as these men follow the Lorddéds call on their
and for a renewed passion for the lost that are all around our churches in this area.



