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Almost Two Years Ago:   

He said that he had felt the 

Lord dealing with him for 

almost two years. As I sat 

listening to my new friend 

recount his struggles from 

that time to the present, my 

mind raced back to almost 

two years ago. I remember 

the Lord laying a city near 

Cebu City called Mandaue 

(pronounced man-dow-ee) 

on my heart. I remember 

several trips driving through 

northern Mandaue and 

praying for this new area of 

ministry. I remember 

approaching the big hill that was my predetermined turnaround point. I had prayed that God would prepare 

the hearts of the people to receive the Gospel and that He would make an opening for me to be used to start 

a new work there. I had prayed and tried, but at that time L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƴeet anyone open to hosting a small 

group bible study. I remember feeling like I had failed in some way, maybe not enough faith; maybe I had 

become too busy in the ministryΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎhts had run 

through my head over and over in the months that followed my perceived defeat.  

And then back in early October I took a taxi. As I 

talked with the driver, he just opened up and began 

sharing his struggles in life, with reading and 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩs word and with ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 

will for his life. We talked about the importance in 

understanding the Bible and how that 

understanding can change our lives. As we neared 

my house, I asked if he would be interested in 

opening his home to host a bible study. He eagerly 

agreed, gave me directions and we scheduled our 

first meeting.  

Later that week at the designated time I drove 

through northern Mandaue, the place that I had 

prayed for almost two years ago. I drove up to the top of that same hill where I had turned around each time 

before, only this time I drove just a little further; two streets further to be exact. As I turned up the little road 

ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŎƭƻǎŜ L ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ .ǳǘ L 



had stopped two roads too soon. TƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άƛŦ ƻƴƭȅέ began to ring in my ear. ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 

because ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ άƛŦ ƻƴƭȅέ DƻŘΦ The great consolation that I find in all of this is that God has been 

working for all this timeΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƎƻƴŜ ŦŀǊ Ŝnough, God had been there, just over the hill and He 

had started answering my prayer almost two years ago.  

Now, sitting listening to Esteban for these past 5 weeks and thinking back on what has taken place over the 

Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎmall. Its humbling to watch God at work, to see His mighty hand prepare 

the way when before there only seemed to be a wall. To listen to the testimony of this family that was not 

prepared two years ago to take these first steps of faith, but now are stepping in stride with Jesus. To marvel 

at what only God can do; planting in the heart of this family the desire to be the church that He is calling them 

to be in their community. Please join us in prayer for EstebaƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛly as we watch God continue to work in 

their hearts and lives. 

On the road in September: 

The first week of September I attended a meeting in Hong Kong 

of Asian church planters from 12 countries. I had the honor of 

meeting the men of God who are working diligently to plant 

churches in these 

diverse areas of 

Asia and to hear 

the different 

approaches being 

employed. I was 

particularly 

blessed to hear leaders from several creative access nations 

share of their church planting experiences and of the success 

that they are experiencing. I will not be including any pictures 

of people at this event in order to help protect the identities 

of several of the men who are working secretly as missionaries in their countries. Please join us in prayer for 

the Creative Access Nations in Asia and for the many national and international missionaries who risk so much 

ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƻ άǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǎƛƎƘǘέΦ  

 

5 Year Anniversary: 

The week of September 9th our family found its way to Manila to celebrate 

an ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭŜƴΩǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊǊƛǾed on the same plane with Wade, 

Joanna, Carly and Caleb Allen just five short years ago.  I ŎŀƴΩǘ believe it has 

been that long. We are so blessed to have shared this time with the 

wonderful BMA ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ aƻƻǊŜΩǎΣ 

the bŜǿǎƻƳΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎ 5ŀǊ [ŜŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎƘ ōƭessings in 

our lives. I personally have enjoyed getting to work with each of these men 

and women and have been both encouraged and challenged by their 



unique gifts and callings. We are thankful for what God has 

done in these five years. We are also very excited about what 

God is doing at this time in the ministry here in Cebu and in 

Cebuano speaking areas. But it is with most joyful 

anticipation that we look forward to what God is going to do 

in the Philippines and beyond in the coming years. Please join 

us in prayer for the different mission families here in the 

Philippines and their specific ministries. 

  

 

Please remember these areas in your prayers: 

Leyte ς This is an area of BMA work 

that has great potential for growth. 

We have long time established 

ministries in the northern part of 

Leyte and more recent missions in 

the west and southern areas of the 

island. As a result of the aid that so 

many of you helped provide in the 

2006 landslide, we now have really 

good opportunities to expand to new 

areas in the eastern part of the island 

and two young men have expressed 

their feeling that God is leading them 

in this area. This is a direct answer to 

your many months of prayer for new 

workers. Please continue to pray for 

the Island of Leyte and the plans that 

God has here. 

Negros Oriental ς This area of BMA 

work was one of the first Cebuano 

areas to be reached and stands as an 

example of established church and of 

mission works working hand in hand. The recent mission focus of these churches has led to an increased 

awareness and involvement of members in reaching out to their community. Please pray for the 

pastors/leaders and the churches and missions with which they work as they each serve diligently. 

Mindanao ς The area of southern Mindanao is one of much recent growth among BMA churches and 

missions. The work varies from tribal missions based in homes and small mission buildings in the mountains to 

the established lowland churches of the provinces of Sarangani and Davao del Sur.  These pastors and workers 



serve faithfully in these areas mixed with Muslim and animistic beliefs. Please pray that God would continue 

to bless the work in Mindanao and encourage each of these fine men in their service to Him. 

Cebu ς This area is one of the newest areas of ministry for BMA work in Cebuano speaking areas. We have 

been here for 5 years and have been working aggressively in church planting for the past 4 ½ years. The 

ministry has grown and we have watched discipled men rise up with a great heart for making disciples. Please 

pray for these men as we continue to work together to nurture the next generation of young disciples and the 

leaders that are emerging. Please pray also for two new bible studies groups that have begun in the area that I 

mentioned at the first of this newsletter.  

Blessed: 

We are so blessed to serve as your partners in missions here in Asia Pacific ς Philippines. We ask that you all 

continue the essential ministry of prayer on behalf of the hundreds of millions in this part of the world who 

have never heard the pure Gospel message. Pray for open 

doors and open hearts and for the salvation of those who 

God is preparing for the Good News. Thank you for sharing 

in the adventure of ministering here in the Philippines and 

for continually supporting us in prayer, finances and 

encouragement for these five years. May God richly bless 

each of you with joy unspeakable as we continue together 

in the months and years to come. 

For the praise of His glory, 

The MuǊǇƘȅΩǎ 


