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wƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΧΦ 
 
I sit here having just experienced another explosive New YearΩǎ celebration in the Philippines. The fireworks 
went on for a few hours. Not only have the last two months flown by with the holiday season in full swing, but 
2006 is now gone in a blur. I guess it is in moments like these that you stop and take inventory. Reflect on the 
past year and chart the course for the New Year.  
 
We look back on 2006 with deep appreciation for what the Lord has done here in Cebu and throughout 
Cebuano speaking areas of the Philippines. We have been blessed to Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ from the 
Lord with the help of the many Pastors and leaders with whom we serve. Becoming more familiar with the 
established works in both the Visayas and Mindanao 
has been a joy for us. Along with sharing the same 
heart, we have had the opportunity to share meals 
and worship services in many of our missions and 
churches. Here in Cebu, we have continued to see a 
deepening among our home bible studies. We praise 
God that more local leaders have emerged and are 
being trained for ministry. We see the trend of 
church strengthening and church growth that brings 
us to 2007 and beyond.  
  
It is with great anticipation that we enter this New 
Year. With the solid foundation of established 
churches and missions developed over the past few 
decades throughout Cebuano speaking areas and 
with the current faithful pastors and leaders and those emerging leaders, the future looks bright for church 
planting in these regions. Add to that a social climate of folks craving for genuine community and the types of 
άƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǎŜǘ ŀǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
seeking, not just religion, not just a ritual, but a real living breathing relationship with the almighty God of the 
universe. All these factors point to a great time of harvest as we work the white fields in the Philippines. Even 
now I can feel this sense of great anticipation even as I type about this; so great an event as I have never seen.  
 

We just know it is the time... There is just one problem with this 
thought. Even though all the preparations seem in place and the tone 
seems right for the time to be now; we ŎŀƴΩǘ do this work for God! God 
Must do this work through us! So as we start an exciting year please 
help support us in the most important way, Join us in prayer! [ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƭŀōƻǊŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ Iƛǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΗ [ŜǘΩǎ 
pray that souls would be ǎŀǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
will never be the same because of Jesus! Please pray for these new 
believers to be discipled and missions and churches to be established 
at a pace that we have never seen before. Please pray that God would 
work in such a way that we could never be able to take credit for what 
He has done!   
 



Anniversary in a home group  
 
I recently was invited to the 1 year anniversary of one of 
our home groups. The house is on stilts about 30 meters 
out in the ocean so we walked by the many other houses 
on a plank bridge to get there. We had a great time of 
fellowship as we waited for all the members and guests to 
arrive. There was quite a crowd for the small house. We sat 
on the floor in a large circle and shared what God had done 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎΦ ²Ŝ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
bible study part of our meeting after everyone arrived and 
the house was packed full with more than the average 
attendance.  
 
The additional weight of 17 adults and 7 kids was more 
than the stilts and supports could hold. In the middle of our 
study time a little one year old girl skipped over to here 
grandmother and just plopped down on the floor. It was 
the weight of her tiny frame and the strategic placement of 
her plop that proved too much for the overmatched 
structure. There were two mighty pops (the unmistakable 

sound of 
bamboo failing under the weight), the gasp of the crowd that 
had assembled to celebrate and the unmistakable sound of a 
missionary screaming like a girl. There was a flurry of motion and 
when the dust settled the bible study never really missed a beat 
ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ 
screamed like a girl!  
 
Funny story, but it made me think about what a great people we 
have the chance to ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
became a boat and they just moved slowly to the side of the 
room in order to continue the bible study. Their focus was 
completely where it should have been in such a moment of crisis. 
I think that homes are in crisis and are falling apart all over the 
world these days and we are running around trying to fix them 
ōȅ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǳǎ 

to overlook the very principles and precepts of the word of God that should, after all, be the foundation of the 
house. Please join us in prayer for the continued zeal of the members of the home groups here in Cebu and for 
their desire to have a closer walk with God every day through the study of His Word and living out their faith. 
   

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it! Psalm 127:1 
                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mindanao Ordination Service and Missions Conference  
 
I had the opportunity to travel to Mindanao in 
November to speak at a local Missions Conference and 
an Ordination Service. The local churches in the General 
Santos area participated in the conference and we were 
blessed with many decisions to serve God more 
fervently. This is an area with a particularly active group 
of pastors and leaders where several churches have 
been planted in the past few years and new leaders are 
emerging and beginning new missions and outreaches 
even now. One of the days during my trip I attended the 
ordination of Pastor Luzvimi V. Entela Jr. He has had 

close fellowship with our brothers in the General 
Santos area over the past few years. Please pray for 
this man of God and his wife as they work to 
strengthen the local churches and begin new ministry 
as the Lord directs. Please join us in prayer for the 
many souls that are bound in darkness in this region of 
the Philippines and that the churches in this area 
would continue as beacons of light.  
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Furlough 
 
This coming April ς July we will be back in the States for our furlough. We are very much looking forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible during that time. Please pray for us as we make another whirlwind tour of 
churches to share the great things that God is doing in the Philippines and around the world through the 
Missions that you so faithfully support.  
 
Thanks 
 
¦Ǉƻƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ 
blessed we are to share in this mission endeavor with such wonderful ministry partners. Whether you have 
supported us through prayer, cards, letters, email or financial giving, please know that you have left an 
indelible mark on this missionary family. We praise the God who knows all things for placing us here in Cebu 
for such a time as this. And we want to thank you for your great part in the mission work here. It is truly an 
honor to serve as your missionary family. May God truly guide us into His will and keep us from interfering in 
His ways in this New Year!  
 
¢ƘŜ aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ  


