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started hearing in many public places on September 1. We hopq ‘
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We had a blessed time of givingdareceiving and are looking
forward to the New Year and all that 2008 might hold for the

ministry hereand throughout Asia Pacific

In late November, | made the short fligiat southern Japan to visit [¢
Bro Udonishia BMA national missionaride has been working as
pastor/church planter in several areas of Japan over the past 26
years. | was introduced to him back in February of 200i&n the
directors sent him to théhilippnes to visit with us in Cebu in
order to observe our small group nistry. We have since emailed
back and forth and | looked forward to the time when | would bel

able tovisit and observe his ministryndyshu Island
We met with a couple of the small groups that he has
begun since his visit to Cebu. We sat visiting sn hi
apartment for over hour before the first meeting that |

& would attend. He described the ministry climate and how

closed the society is to the Gospel in Japan in the. préest
shared with me his ideas for the most effective way to
reach Japan for Clsti

Bro. Udonishbegan with this pictur¢shown belowand
Jeremiah 4:3whichis a call fothe men of Judah and
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beliefs of the Japanese people hatiem blinded to the truth of even the exista@ of a Creator God. Due to

their lack of aasicbelief in God, the

presentation of the Gospel and our need for a
savior consistently falls among the thorns. This
can be observed by thgecular values of society
in Japa and the less than 1% of Japanese whq
proclaim to be ChristianThey are struggling
with many of the same issues that the America
culture is in their quest for happiness and
successonly without the foundational belief in
God Bro. Udonishshared abouthe constant
struggk in ministry to approach people witthe
Good News of Christ when they have no

preparation or even basic faith in God.




He then shared a second picture and began to tell
about the work of removing the existing barriers to
the GospeX..how he isbuilding relationships with
many peopleand endeavoring to change their
image of ChristianityThis islonenot onlyto get
them into church but in order to lead them to be
discipled followers of Christ whaill in turnhave a
heart for reachingut to build relationships with
othersfor the same purposeHe stressed how
important the work of removing the weeds and
rocks is in a noi€hristian country and how if this

| step is overlooked in the process how the seed will

still fall among the thorns.

When Bro. Udshowed the thirdpicture, he paused and smiled slightlde continued to share about his work

of building close relationships through crisis

counseling, marriage and family counseling and ca
for the aged. Through this approach he is having
more andmore opportunities to shar¢he basic
foundational belief of the invisible Creator Gdgl;
doing so he is further preparing the soil for the seed
of the Gospel and insuring the best chance for the
seed to take root in the hearts of his friends. After
talking with him in the next few days | learned why
he paused and smiled. He has been ostracized by
more traditional pastors for this approach. He has

seen the fruits of his labor over and over and yet th{
ridiculehas continuedIt remindsme of that passage |

in 1 Peted:12-14 where it talksabout dzarejaicing
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Hisfourth picture caused my heart to well up with
joy, as it doewusall. He described arriving at the
perfect time in each relationship to share Jesus
Christ.He went on to say that much of the

frustration experienced by missions workers through
the years in Japan has come when they disregarded
the first three steps and had gone straight to
presenting the Gospel to the thorny hearts of
Japanese. He shared oshiecent successes of
sharing Christ and how the entire process is



essential for sowing the Good News in the hearts of
his fellow countrymen.

The next picture depicts his work of watering and
encouraging and waiting on the Lord to work in the
hearts ofhisfriends. He stressed that this time in
the process of evangelism is very important becayse
his friends need to think about their situation and
come to their own decision to accept Christ.
Through prayer and emuragement he focuses on
expressing the lovef God and showing respect to
his friends as they weigh this most important
decision. Many times this patient attention is just
what someone needs to be further drawn to a
relationship with God.

The last piatre he shared with me was bfrvest
time. Whata blessed time when well prepared
soil receives the complete Gospel and produces
the fruit of faith in the hearts of unbelievers.

Just & we were finishing up that discussion the
door opened and 80-something lady stepped in.
She spoke to Bro. Udonisteriously and as they
talked, | felt impressed to pray. Her hand motions
began near her heagbut as the moments passed
her handsslowly moved tahe center, overher
heart. She spoke with more amdore emotion

and Bro. Udonishi responded slovityher every
statement. Aghey both sharedit became

obvious that the Lord was dealing with her hedkfter a long talk] was honoredboth as a Christiaand as a
foreigner, to witness thisyoung Japanesiady bow her headrepentandaccept Christ as her Logshd Savior

As | ogned my eyes from the prayer that she prayetad the deeper sense that God hadt opened my
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with the story of their 4+ year evangelistitehdship.¢ K I i & 2 daay@r will ndR So@h e forgotten, and

| ask that you join me in praying for her continued growth within the safety and comfort of the groap

that God has used to ledad this point in her spiritual life.
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the Gospel and in the name of Jegtiristproclaimed, but | believeJesus set the greatest exambe us(as it

is referred to in Philippians 28 M0 0& R2AYy3 gKIFGS@OSNI AG (G221 G2 NBI
our time to do whatever it takes to reach out to the nations. Sometimes thaitngly rearranging our

priorities, schedule®r adjusting some programming but sometimes we must change our strategies. The



