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Come Home:

| have to admit that one of the ongoing struggles that | have dealt
with over the past five years of our mission involvement has been
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my calling or mgiftedness omithin the ministry, butmore simple

than that. Whatplace should I call home? And is it ok for me to call
one place home over the other®here do | really belong?

believe most every adult has been faced with this same dilemma.

As we grow up and move to establish ourselveshienworldthere
remains thigguestion In most cases time resolves this, but in our
situation the question &s lingered for these few years ahds

been compounded by the fact that wiee in a foreign country
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As we have worked to establish ourselves in the ministry here in

the Philippines and in the community in which we live, it has

become increasingly easier to i#y this asthomegt. Having recently returned to the.S. for our furlough,

the struggleagainresurfaced ¢ K2 dzZ3K L R2y Qi 0SftAS@®S (KAa KIa&a | FFE
while on furloughit has seemed to hang on in the back of my mind. That wais thetnight before we lefimy
parents houseeturning tothe Philippine® hy S 2 Feceyithirthldy Biffd &vas a CD by a popular
country/western singer performing old gospel hymns ang
was playing as we were visitirgehind the lively
conversation) K S NR 0KS g2NRa aO?2
instantly | was keenly aware of this aldomeg struggle. |
fAAGSYSR AydaSydte a GKS
YR ¢ SyhB$hgtl Bage sung mysaundreds of
times during countless invitations pa3te songpeaks of
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| have always considered homedlonging in terms of
locationi.e,K2YS (28y3 K2YSO2YA
words of this sweet song of my childhood called me once
again.Come homel realized thal amnot calledto a placeof belongingon this earth but much more
importantly to a place in my life, in my life in Christ, where | can findaredt belonging that | will never
experience in earthly term# belonging to the One who created me to be in this place in myatitéis able to
sustain me until His purpose is fuffilladl2 4 G KI 0 Qa K2 YSH



Furlough

We have spent the last few months wrapping up our
furlough schedule. We had the great privilege of
sharing with many new churches during our time in
the States. We were blessed by the great warm
reception as we reported on the work here in Cebu
and Cebuano spking areas of the Philippinegery
special thanks to all who have chosen to support the
minigry here through your one time gifts, special
project offerings or monthly supporAlso, a huge
thanks to those churches and individuals who
opened up their homes or provided a place for us to
lay our heads at nightVe are excited to watch as the Lord
provides for His ministry in His time through His people.
Though our time of visiting with each of you and your
churches has come and gone, please know that you remaing
our thoughts and prayers as we all seek to know and obey {
will of God. Throughoutur visit we were reminded of what a [

America as your missionaries here in Asia Pacific.

Good to be back:

While we enjoyed so many things about furlough, there were

many things that we were eagés return to here in the Cebu. It was a joy to arrive on tfeo® August and
hearthe reports of what God is continuing to do through the home groups and their leaders. As in absence
there were areas that sufferedbut overall the ministry leaders werednd to have deepened in

understanding and application of leadership principles that they had been taught. This is both an
encouragement and confirmation that this approach to ministry is and will continue to be effective. Please
continue to pray for thedaders in the work here as they lead in discipleship and leadership development
among those in their home groups. On a personal note it was great for the boys to see their friends again anc
it was a pretty good feeling to sleep @URbed for a change.

Mindanao:

Many of you have heard us speak of the ministry in the southern Philippines and of the ministry to the Muslinr
tribal groups. We are anxious to return to visit and check on this great work in progress but have been unable
because of political unst. There is a major military offensive in the extreme southern islands and this has
caused the level of danger to increase. Please continue to pray for the ministry and for the earliest possible
time for me to visit/encourage these men and see what Goslligen doing in their ministries.
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established without our direct leadership in daily matténge have seen the Lord work in the lives ofghe
leadersin Cebu and areertain that the ministry is icapable handsThese men are gliroducts of this

ministry of home group discipleship and are committed to making disciples. We will continue to meet with the
leaders each week for leadership developmant sharing their experiences in the ministry

Please pray for me asravel to Hong<ong September 5 ¢ 9"to attend a multinational conference of church

planters. This will be a great opportunity for me to meet leaders of underground church plants in several
different creative access nations.

Please pray for me as | make plans fpcaming trip to Japan and Taiwan. This trip will be primarily to
encourage the brother in these mission fields and to follow up some training in Tokyo with a national church

planter there. Please pray for both these fields and for the many faithful menhakie worked to spread the
Gospel there for so many years.

Time for school:

Connie and the boys, Jamir"(§rade) and Jesse'{3

grade), are now in full swing of their homeschooling year.
After having a 5 month summer break (with furlough), it is
sometimes difficult to get back on schedule. Please
remember them in your prayers throughout the year. They
are both very bright young men, and we are so proud of
them. If you are interested in what the life of missionary
kids is like, please go to their blog:
www.lifeaccordingtojaminandjesse.blogspot.com



http://www.lifeaccordingtojaminandjesse.blogspot.com/

Thank: You' s

As we have already mentioned, it is truly an honor to serve as your missionaries in the Philippines and Asia
Pacific. Thank yoall for partnering with us in the Great Commission work. No matter what role you play in

missions you hae an integral part of what God is doing throughout the wofldank you also allowing us to
continue to serve together for the praise of His glory!

Your Cebuano family,
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