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Filipinos ring in the

new year with lots of
fireworks, some do it
to ward off evil spirits

they also ring in the
new year by banging
on pots or blowing
car horns

if you jump at the
stroke of midnight on

new yeards,

grow taller (old Fili-
pino tale)

some may wear cir-
cles/dots on clothes
during new year in
hopes of wealth
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The New Year

Have you ever just sat and looked at the flashates. To be found at the point of action as th
ing cursor thingy on your Microsoft Word Master makes his presence known on the
document? It seems to have an immensely  blank screens of our lives. To move instinc-
boring existence. Just going from left to right tively with the One who is guiding my every
(hopefully more than right to left), top to bot- step. Not that we are insignificant in any way
tom, page to page, over and over in the coursput that we are just a small part in the proces
of a day, a month and then a year, wow what of God producing a masterpiece around us.
a life!

I donét know about vy
At a glance it seemed meaninglessand with-on my Wor d document
out any fulfillment whatsoever, but as | have when the New Year rolled around. Its purpos
given more thought to its role and importance was just as always, to be of service to its ma
I believe there is more to it than meets the  ter. No fancy resolution for a new era of
eye. Blinking, waiti mashythihdytessjnd ®dkingfback & lvak-s
you may say. But think of the poems and nov-ing at itself in the mirror to get a sense of
els countless flashy things have been instru- what or where it was in life. It just flashed at
mental in producing through the years. Think me the moment | opened that first document
of songs and sermons and sonnets that have in 2009. What a testimony! And what a chal-
been born witness to first hand by some. And |enge to me personally!
still others that have ground out legislation,
stimulus bills, and treaties between nations. Lord please help me to live and serve faith-
Not too bad for an insignificant little strip of ~ fully in order to fulfill your design for me; to

computer programming! honor you by being your point of action for
those who live and die within my reach. Lord,
Design is the key, and what an honortobe here | humbly standé

created to bear witness of the One who cre-
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Asia Pacific Field Conference

In the last week of January, we made the 6 %2 hours land
sea trip to Bacolod to meet all the BMA missionary per-
sonnel in Asia Pacific Field Conference. Bro. Jerry Kidd
and Dr. & Mrs. Collie came to minister, instruct and vi-

Simbalay ministry in Cebu
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o Bacolod

sion with us for the
week. We enjoyed
the time of fellow-
ship with each fam-
ily and reconnecting
with those who we
had not seen in two
years. Itis good to |
serve alongside |
these folks and eve
better to have such
pense of teamwork
for the work in Asia

Pacific. Please continue to pray for the ministry going on
throughout this region and for the precious feet of the

ones taking the Gospel to new areas.

The small group discipleship ministry here in Cebu has continued to thrive through-
out these past few months. Leadership hurdles are being overcome and the ovgrall
growth and health of these groups is good. We are watching as new groups ar¢ being

formed and older groups are recognizing their Great Commission responsibility|

Please pray for each host home and for each household that is represented by[mem-
bership in each group. Pray that families continue to become the foundational Unit in
this church planting ministry and that this will affect change on the grass roots level

in neighborhoods who desperately need a Gospel witnhess. Pray for the men who lead
out in these daily meetings and for those who are maturing and being called to be the

next generation of leadership.




