
     When we came into the Missions office for 

orientation in May 2002,  we were handed a 

packet of information which included the 

overall vision statement for the BMAA mis-

sions program. It readé 

ñto plant a church in every commu-

nity, planted by ordinary members, 

equipped with practical skills and en-

couraged to work together ò.  

     Over the past 6 years we have been work-

ing to establish a number of small church 

plants here in Cebu with this philosophy. We 

have seen many small groups begun in this 

very religious place, each with a focus on the 

study of Godôs word, discipleship and natural 

development of leadership.  

     You have regularly heard stories and seen 

pictures of our experiences along the way, 

great days of baptisms or gatherings and then 

those sad days of brothers lost by untimely 

death. We rejoice in what God is doing in this 

work we have come to call Simbalay  and we 

are excited that He is not at all done with the 

work or its leadership.  

     Part of our vision from the very beginning 

has been to see a work established here that 

was not dependent on us for its stability, 

rather on the powerful presence of the Holy 

Spirit as the comforter and guide. Praise God, 

we are seeing this happen!  

     While we have much work still to do here, 

we are seeing this one area of ministry be-

come more mature and able to stand on its 

own. As we have been attempting to step back 

in order that the work can grow without 

much interference from us, we have had 

fewer pictures through this past year.  

     We ask each of you to continue praying for 

the leaders and many small home groups that 

are flourishing in Cebu. We celebrate what 

God is doing through them in their communi-

ties and in our city!           

Where are we going with Simbalay?  

Did you know 

thaté.? 

¶ Smiling is a form 

of friendship  

¶ donôt use the 

common sign for 

óOKô...it means 

money  

¶ Filipino food is a 

mixture of Chi-

nese/Spanish 

food  

¶ Philippines be-

came independ-

ent of USA in 

1946.  
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Visitors from Mississippi  

     In mid February, Bro. Arthur Lee and Bro. Kevin Smith arrived to visit the ministry here in Cebu 

and to help with some education for our small scale piggery. Bro. Arthur is the pastor of Mill Creek 

Baptist Church in Picayune, MS, and Bro. Kevin is a member and veterinarian who has a heart to help 

with education in animal science here in the Philippines.  They were a blessing to have with us here. 

We enjoyed the fellowship and we have already seen the benefit of their time and training in the pig-

gery.  

     We spent a few days here in Cebu, then the boys and I travelled Bro. Arthur and Doc Smith over to 

Bacolod to join the rest of their team that was doing extensive renovation to the Girlôs Dorm at the Bi-

ble College. We spent a few days there helping with the project and the needs of the team. It was great 

to see Bro. Doug and Mrs. Diane Lee again and to meet the others in the team. We were blessed greatly 

by their work and the heart in which they endeavor to serve the Lord with their lives. Thanks guys for 

your ministry to our family and to the work here in the Philippines!   



Crocker Family ðMongolia  

Missions Conference at Open Door Baptist  

     As our Field conference drew to a close, the boys and I (and the 

greater portion of the Tony Crocker family) loaded up in our van 

for the land/sea trip home. The Crockerôs http://

alight2themongols.blogspot.com/ working as BMA missionaries 

in Mongolia, had been in Bacolod for a couple of weeks prior to 

the 

meet-

ing and 

were in 

need of 

an ad-

venture. Plus during their meetings with Dr. Collie, a concern 

had come out about Lauraôs health and she was on her way to 

the States for tests for 

a more clear diagnosis.  

     We arrived after a 

longer than expected 

trip (thanks in part to 

an overbooked ferry 

boat that runs every 5 

hours) and enjoyed the Crocker family being with us for a few days. I had not had 

the chance to get to know Tony much before their time in Cebu, but after hearing 

his heart and his vision I realize that we have a lot in common. I appreciate 

where he is feeling led to go in ministry and watch with anticipation as God 

makes a way. The boys also enjoyed getting to spend time with the Crocker kids 

as well. Pictured is our visit to a small zoo in Cebu called Crocolandia. Please 

pray for the Crockerôs as they prepare for Lauraôs upcoming surgery on March 

24th. Thank you Lord for new friends in the ministry!      

      

     Toward the end of the trip to Bacolod in February, after helping with the Bible College dorm renovation, was the Open Door 

Missions Conference, which has been held in Open Door Missionary Baptist Church for many years. This church was the first 

BMA church in the Philippines and has continued to cast a vision for expansion throughout the years.  

     I spent a couple of hours on two morning sessions of the conference sharing with the pastors and workers more about the 

ministry approach that we are using here in Cebu, Simbalay, as we call it. They received our model of ministry with many 

questions and with a warm response. I look forward to building on the foundation that has been laid in the coming years.  
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